
scientist’s perspective is ironical, and debunks
professional idealism. This debunking, in
addition to compromised anonymity, can par-
ticularly damage high status professionals.
Finally, he argues that there is role-based
incompatibility between doing ethics and
doing ethnography. Hoffmaster counter-
argues these claims, but cannot entirely
remove the disquiet. On the other hand, at
least some social scientists appear to demon-
strate a profound respect and sympathy
towards their research subjects—for example,
Rayna Rapp’s work with pregnant women and
genetic counsellors.

In conclusion, this book provides a valuable
contribution to the expanding field of empiri-
cally based ethics, or “ethics in use”, revealing
the moral decisions people make in the real
world, and how and why they make those
decisions

P de Zulueta
p.dezulueta@ic.ac.uk

Ethics Committees in Central
and Eastern Europe

Edited by J Glasa for the Council of Europe.
IMEB Foundation and Charis a.s.: order from
the Institute of Medical Ethics and Bioethics
Foundation, Limbova 12, 83303 Bratislava,
Slovak Republic, j.glasa@upkm.sk, 2001,
US$7.00 (within Europe), US$9 (elsewhere)
(includes postage), pp 266. ISBN 80-88743-
40-0

The growth of research ethics committees
worldwide is now fairly rapid and new “mar-
kets” for research ethics are opening all the
time. The market metaphor is appropriate,
since a good deal of the impetus for research
ethics review comes from the development of
new pharmaceutical products, the globalisa-
tion of pharmaceutical research, development
and marketing, and the internationalisation
of regulatory standards for pharmaceutical
R&D. The need for independent ethical review
of research protocols by a committee drawing
on a range of professional and lay expertise is
established as a moral, a quality-management
and a regulatory requirement in many juris-
dictions, and internationally in the Declara-
tion of Helsinki, the Council of Europe’s
Biomedicine Convention, and the Inter-
national Committee on Harmonisation’s Tri-
partite Guideline on Good Clinical Practice.

Central and Eastern Europe have for many
years been sites of pharmaceutical R&D, but
this has intensified in the aftermath of the
revolutions of 1989 and since that time. These
revolutions and this intensification have been
followed by liberalised markets in health
goods and health care, the opening of the
state and university sectors to public-private
collaborations and private enterprise, creating
a fertile context for clinical trials. In addition,
the widespread official or unofficial privatisa-
tion of health care has created a new set of
ethical problems for health care workers, and
the beginnings of clinical ethics committees
and education programmes. In many cases
these beginnings this builds on foundations
laid down in the 1960s and later after, but the
creation of new nation states (or reinvention
of old ones) and the changes in political

culture, have made important differences to
the scope and significance of ethical reflection
on health care and biomedical research.

This useful volume summarises the experi-
ence of many states in Central and Eastern
Europe, together with comparative material
from some Western states, including the UK,
the USA, Germany, and the Netherlands. The
volume includes helpful material on the role
of the Council of Europe and the Biomedicine
Convention, the international and national
regulations defining research and clinical eth-
ics committees, and the special local issues
relevant in each of the countries. It is based on
a conference held in Bratislava in late 2000
under the auspices of the Council of Europe’s
Demo droit Ethical Review of Biomedical
Research Activity (DEBRA) programme, de-
signed to facilitate the development of re-
search ethics committees in Europe.

In addition to the useful comparative mate-
rial, a few papers describe historical factors
relevant to the development of ethical review
in particular countries. For example, several
papers describe the changing nature of
university bioethics under the various
changes in government over the past 30 years,
and several papers describe the changing
involvement of the pharmaceutical industry
in their countries—including the role of
“home” companies as well as multinational
firms. A few papers raise philosophical ques-
tions about research, research ethics, and
research ethics review—the quality of these is
good, and they raise some interesting ques-
tions which are not often discussed, for
example, should ethics committees pro-
nounce on the substantive ethics of a research
programme, or only on the actual work
planned in this application? For instance,
research into the supposed genetic basis of
homosexuality, and what the relationship is
between ethical review and political culture
(does review depend on some form of
“pragmatic tolerance” in society and its insti-
tutions)? The strong and longstanding philo-
sophical traditions in Central and Eastern
Europe are not widely known in the West, and
deserve to be better understood. Too much
work in research ethics assumes that the
US/UK model is the ideal to be exported. On
the evidence of this volume, the potential for a
more reflective research ethics lies as much in
Eastern Europe as in the USA or the UK,
however different the state of institutional
development may be.

This book will be useful to researchers
planning projects in the various states in Cen-
tral and Easter Europe, to scholars of research
ethics and its regulations, and to those work-
ing in, or otherwise interested in, the develop-
ment of health care in the region.

R E Ashcroft

NOTICES

European Integration—Philoso-
phy and Ethics of Health Care
The XVIIth international congress of the
European Society for Philosophy of Medicine
and Healthcare will be held from August

21–23 2003 in Vilnius, Lithuania. Its theme is
European Integration—Philosophy and Eth-
ics of Health Care.

Abstracts are invited addressing the follow-
ing topics: development of medical philos-
ophy and bioethics; institutionalisation of
philosophy and ethics in health care; harmo-
nisation of medical research regulations;
human rights and health care; solidarity and
health care; just health care; the gap between
“academic” and “bureaucratic” bioethics;
commercialisation in health care; patenting
and genetics; genetic health related data-
bases; research and personal data; use of bio-
logical materials, and (future) European
guidelines in biomedical research. Abstracts,
(500 words maximum) should reach the
organisers on disk or by email before Decem-
ber 1 2002.

For more information please contact: Pro-
fessor Dr Henk ten Have, secretariat ESPMH,
Department of Ethics, Philosophy and History
of Medicine, University Medical Center, PO
Box 9101, 6500 HB Nijmegen, the Nether-
lands. Fax: 024–340254; from abroad: +31–
24–3540254. Email: h.tenhave@efg.kun.nl

Course: Death Without Suffering
An Advanced European Bioethics Course,
Death Without Suffering, will be held from 31
March to 2 April in Nijmegen, the Nether-
lands. Specialists from various countries will
discuss ethical issues to do with medically
assisted death and palliative care.

Subjects will include: Death, suffering and
the concept of palliative care; Death and
suffering: ethical perspectives; Ethical issues
in pain management in hospice care, and Sci-
entific research in palliative care.

The lecturers will be: D Gracia (Spain),
W Dekkers, B Gordijn, H ten Have, D Willems,
and Z Zylicz (all from the Netherlands).

The language of the course will be English
and the price is €295.

For more information please contact:
N Steinkamp, University Medical Centre
Nijmegen, Dept 232 Ethics, Philosophy and
History of Medicine, PO Box 9101, 6500 HB
Nijmegen, the Netherlands. Telephone: + 31
24 3615320; fax: + 31 24 3540254; email:
n.steinkamp@efg.kun.nl

Spring conference: Bioethics in a
Small World
From April 10 to 12 the Europäische Akad-
emie will organise an international confer-
ence on bioethical problems connected to the
globalisation process. The conference will
include sessions on methodological
problems—”Bioethics. A science and its appli-
cation in politics”; “Culture-dependent
ethics?”—as well as practical problems such
as “Research Ethics”, “Access to essential
drugs”, “Patents on biomaterials”, and
“GMOs and the world’s nutrition problem”.

Speakers will include Abdallah Daar (To-
ronto), Weyma Lübbe (Leipzig), Edgar Mor-
scher (Salzburg), Udo Schüklenk (Johannes-
burg), Carmel Shalev (Tel Hashomer), Joseph
Strauss (Munich).

For further information contact the
scientific organisers: Richard Ashcroft
(r.ashcroft@ic.ac.uk) or Felix Thiele
(Felix.Thiele@DLR.de).
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